Project 1: The 100  

Do we photograph beautiful things or are things beautiful because of how we photograph them? Can you convey your ideas about a place, an object, a culture or yourself simply by manipulating what you choose to select and capture within the frame?

Each of you has many tools with which you make your images. Your personal experiences. The way you view the world; your eye and your camera are just the beginning. Consider how you use the frame. Get close in, stand back, shoot from above, below and even from the hip. Time of day changes everything. The same object and composition will look different depending on if it is taken at noon or at dusk. Use motion, multiple exposures to enhance you personal vision about your object.

Select one object approximately the size (not necessarily shape) of a breadbox. Photograph the object in 100 different ways capitalizing on what you have learned about the elements of a good picture, elements of design, the frame, how you might see the world to emphasize your chosen object. 

The first 50 can be shot using any of the programmed modes in your camera.The final 50 need to shot using the Manual mode only. All images must include the object in one way, shape or form. Think about background, point of view, texture, lighting etc.

Create proof sheets for viewing. Select your 5 best and present for critique.

Check out stock photo sources such as: http://www.gettyimages.com
Project 2: The Still Life pge 128 of the Galer Textbook

Project 3: Landscape  pge 88 of the Galer Textbook

Project 4: Portraiture pge 100 of the Galer Textbook

Project 5: Photograms 

Gather together materials of different opacities in readiness to make photograms. Think about how different materials such as glass, paper, vellum, magazines, fabric, solid objects can transmit or block light when place directly onto light sensitive enlarging paper. What meanings may be constructed through your experiments and your conscious image making?

Make 10 photograms and bring to class. Choose your best 3 and present to class for critique.
Project 6: Developing a roll of film and a proof sheet and making Cyanotypes contact prints   

Folio of work Dry mounted to matt board or matt overlay 

Technique Exercises: 

Understanding how your camera works and Seeing like a camera


Technique exercise #1 Depth of Field : small aperture, large aperture

As you look at various subjects try to anticipate how much depth of field you want, and how you can increase (or decrease) the depth of field to get more (or less) of the photograph to appear sharp. 

Make several photographs of each scene using depth of field in different ways. 

Technique exercise #2 Motion studies: controlling movement

You will need access to a tripod  or a very steady surface.

Make a series of photographs that depict motion in different ways. Select a scene that will let you photograph the same action several times, such as people moving on a crowded street, children on swings, or moving water or leaves. Or have someone perform the same action for you several times, such as skateboarder, a runner or a dancer.

How can you make a photograph that makes a viewer feel the subject is moving? Try showing the subject sharp. Try showing it blurred. Try panning the camera with the subject, so that the subject appears sharp against a blurred background. 

Refer to page 19 in Stone for a refresh on shutter speed and how it affects depicted motion.

Technique exercise #3 Exposure and Light: over, under, correct, bracketing

Choose a subject. Using your camera on the Manual (M) setting, photograph a scene with the indicated exposure that is correct. 

Expose the scene using an indicated ‘correct exposure’ by the camera.

Then underexpose it by 1 stop. 

Then underexpose it by 2 stops. 

Then overexpose it by 1 stop

Then overexpose it by 2 stops

Then use your camera to explore different types of lighting. Be that time of day, under artificial sources, colored etc.  Experiment with white balance.

Write up your results and how you corrected for different lighting situations.

Technique exercise #5 Digital contact sheet: create one from 24 images shot simultaneously.
Technique exercise #6 Black and white from color: create a black and white image from a color image using adjustment through channels, adjustment layers etc. Present before and after, outlining steps taken to create a black and white image from your original color image.

